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JAIL MAIL
NEW LIFE CORRECTIONS

On Saturday, July 11, fifty-five volunteers and supporters of
New Life Corrections Ministry came together for a six-hour
“Jail and Prison Ministry Training Seminar” hosted by
Chaplain Tom Beatty. This was the third one-day class offered
and had the largest number of attendees to date.

The day began with a presentation by
DDrr..  KKaarreenn  SSwwaannssoonn entitled “Criminal
Thinking and Responsible Thinking.”
Karen is the Director of the Institute
for Prison Ministry at the Billy Graham
Center of Wheaton College.
(BillyGrahamCenter.com/prisonmin-
istry) Her information clearly explained
how a person prone to crime and
incarceration does not process

concepts such as being responsible, dependable, hard
working and other traits in the same way that others do.
Chaplains and volunteers who work in jails need to be aware
of this fact and counsel people accordingly.  

The second presenter was FFrraannkk
CChhiihhoowwsskkii, who is a volunteer at the
Kane County Jail.  His message enti-
tled “Where’s Dad- A Call for Fathers
with the Spirit of Elijah” was a
Biblically-based discussion of father-
hood through the ages. In particular
he discussed how fatherhood has
changed in the past few decades from
fathers being a major factor in the lives of their children to
how the majority of fathers are now very removed from their
families. This lack of fathers leading their children or being

nowhere in a child’s life has obvious negative consequences.
His focus was on Malachi 4:6. “He will turn the hearts of the
fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their
fathers.”  

After lunch provided by New Life
Corrections Ministry, there was a
brief presentation by KKaatthhyy  LLaanngg.
With CChhaappllaaiinn  TToomm  playing the
role of a prisoner receiving his
first Bible, she walked him
through an explanation of how
the Bible is organized pointing out in contemporary terms
how it relates and is important to the current reader rather
than just another book to be read.  

The day ended with LLyynnddoonn
AAzzccuunnaa from AWANA Lifeline
(Awana.org/lifeline) and his
presentation about what that
well-known organization for
helping children learn Bible
verses is now doing to help
male prisoners reach out to
their children. Their program

called Malachi Dads has the purpose of equipping inmate
fathers to build a legacy for their children of faith and hope in
Christ. One aspect of AWANA’s program is an exciting project
that began at Angola Prison in Louisiana called “Returning
Hearts Celebration” where children of male inmates come to
spend the day with their fathers to enjoy games, sports and
more importantly, Christian programs. Pray that such a
wonderful program could take root in the prisons of Illinois.
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TRANSFORMING INCARCERATED DADS



FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

Back in the 1990’s, I became aware of a ministry called Dad, The Family Shepherd.
(Mike Huckabee was one of the leaders of this ministry.) I saw men getting excited
about being “Godly Fathers”! In fact, I don’t know of any subject that greater inspires
men than fatherhood. The fact that many (most?) men in our jails and prisons were
fathered by former inmates, and that many (most?) of these men do NOT want their
children to follow in their footsteps inspires the desire to change. Don’t we all want
our grandkids to have better dads than our kids did?

I have long had admiration and appreciation for the AWANA ministry. Recently
AWANA has initiated a program for inmates called Malachi Dads.   (Awana.org/life-

line) This subject, TRANSFORMING INCARCERAT-
ED DADS, was the theme of our third “One Day Jail
and Prison Ministry Training Seminar.” Attending
this seminar were officials, Chaplains, and ministry
volunteers from many Illinois correctional
institutions. Specifically, I ask you to please pray
that Malachi Dads will get started in the Kane County Jail, DuPage County Jail and other
institutions in Illinois.

Chaplain Tom Beatty, Director

.

TTeessttiimmoonnyy  ffrroomm  TToomm  BBeeaattttyy,, DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  NNeeww  LLiiffee  CCoorrrreeccttiioonnss  MMiinniissttrriieess  
TTeessttiimmoonnyy  ffrroomm  JJiimm  OOwwiinnggss,,  EExx--ooffffeennddeerr,,  VVoolluunntteeeerr//BBiibbllee  LLeessssoonn  ggrraaddeerr  aatt  NNeeww  LLiiffee  CCoorrrreeccttiioonnss  MMiinniissttrryy
CCoommmmeennttss  ffrroomm  AAll  WWhhiittee,,  WWaarrddeenn  ooff  tthhee  FFooxx  VVaalllleeyy  AATTCC  
CCoommmmeennttss  ffrroomm  PPaattrriicckk  PPeerreezz,,  KKaannee  CCoouunnttyy  SShheerriiffff    
KKeeyynnoottee  AAddddrreessss  bbyy  MMaarrkk  EEllffssttrraanndd,,  WWMMBBII  RRaaddiioo  ppeerrssoonnaalliittyy
MMuussiicc  bbyy  JJeedd  BBrreewweerr ooff  MMiissssiioonn::  UUSSAA  PPrroodduuccttiioonnss

WWoouulldd  yyoouu  pplleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  ssppoonnssoorriinngg  aa  ttaabbllee  ffoorr  eeiigghhtt  (($$110000))??  WWhheetthheerr  yyoouu  ccaann  bbee  aa  TTaabbllee  SSppoonnssoorr  oorr  nnoott,,  yyoouu
aarree  iinnvviitteedd!!    TTiicckkeettss  aarree  ffrreeee!!  ((PPlleeaassee  pprraayy  ffoorr  ““eexxttrraa””  TTaabbllee  SSppoonnssoorrss..))

II’’mm  pprraayyiinngg  tthhaatt  GGoodd  wwiillll  rraaiissee  eennoouugghh  TTaabbllee  SSppoonnssoorrss  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  ooffffeerriinngg  rreecceeiivveedd  wwiillll  ggoo  110000%%  ttoo  mmiinniissttrryy..

RReesseerrvvaattiioonnss  aarree  rreeqquuiirreedd!!    RRSSVVPP  ttoo  nneewwlliiffeeccoorrrreeccttiioonnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm oorr  ccaallll  663300--772233--33440066

WWee  pprroommiissee  ttoo  ddoo  oouurr  bbeesstt  ttoo  hhaavvee  eevveerryytthhiinngg  ffiinniisshheedd  bbyy  99::0000  pp..mm..

What: 1st Annual Celebration/Outreach Banquet 
Why: Celebrate God’s work behind bars and reach out to “new blood.” 
Where:      1st Presbyterian Church, 4th Street and Downer Place,  Aurora, IL  
When:        August 22, 2009 

6:30 p.m. -  Welcome and Dinner 
7:15 p.m. -  Program



Bible Study Lessons

One of the most effective and
well-received parts of our ministry is the
Bible study lessons we make available
to the inmates in both English and
Spanish. These 224 lessons covering
most of the New Testament and the
book of Genesis were developed specif-
ically for jail inmates by Good News Jail
and Prison Ministry in Richmond,
Virginia. The one-page lessons are
designed to “force” the inmates to get
beyond the “surface meaning” of the
Word, down into the “meat”, where true
conversion, commitment and
discipleship happen.

Each lesson consists of 54 questions
taken directly from the Scriptures,
followed by two short essay questions-
What is the primary message of this
scripture passage? and How does this
message apply to you personally today?

The lessons are personally distributed
to the inmates, collected after comple-
tion, graded, and returned by New Life
Corrections volunteers. Some of the
lessons are done by correspondence;
most are distributed face-to-face. For
every eight completed lessons the
student receives a certificate.

Chaplain Tom and the volunteers
promote these lessons at Stateville’s
NRC unit. From there inmates in state
prisons all over Illinois are doing the
lessons. Also Chaplain Tom and the
Volunteer Chaplains distribute these
lessons in the 600-bed Kane County
Jail.

We desperately need more volunteers
(English and Spanish) to join our
Grading Team! Our Grading Team
meets every Tuesday evening, 7-9 p.m.
at Redeemer Fellowship in St. Charles.
Qualifications: Born Again, an active
church member, and able to work as
part of a team.

If you want to join us or would like more
information, please contact CChhaappllaaiinn
TToomm  at ttbbeeaattttyy@@wwaayyssiiddeeccrroossss..oorrgg,,  or
call 663300--772233--22440066.



Soon after my arrival at the prison I found myself laying
stark naked, freezing cold, stripped of my clothing and
possessions, strapped down in five point restraint,
hands and feet both tied down, and a huge leather
strap across my chest. Because I was still not peace-
fully complying, and to deliver their intended message,
the guards were threatening to place yet another strap,
this one across the forehead to prevent even the lifting
of the head.  Thank God I was able to avoid that last
strap, but only because the Chaplain was able to reach
my shattered heart and soul, and thereby help to inter-
rupt the self destructive path I was on.

I was of the attitude that because life
had not gone the way I thought it
should have I may as well just destroy
whatever was left of myself and my life.
Still failing to accept responsibility for
my situation, I released streams of
vulgarities at the officers, blaming
everyone and their mother for my
problems.  Aside from my own yelling
and screaming, the noise level in a
prison's isolation unit can be absolute-
ly mind boggling.  In a rare moment of
relative silence in the cell block,
I heard through the crack of my cell
door a very soft, gentle, and faint voice
saying to me ""IIss  tthhiiss  wwhhoo  yyoouu  aarree??"".  I stopped all
thought, listening, wondering if I had really heard it, or
if I was in fact beginning to lose my mind there in that
dungeon.  Then again, softly, ""IIss  tthhiiss  wwhhoo  yyoouu  aarree??"".
Demanding to know who was outside the cell door,
I continued in my unruly tone.  In the same
quiet  and well mannered voice he intro-
duced himself as the Chaplain..

I contemplated th Chaplain’s ““IIss  tthhiiss  wwhhoo
yyoouu  aarree??”” question for hours on end.  Was
this wreck of a person I had become who I
truly was?  Could it possibly be?  If not, then who was
I, and how had I come to find myself in prison, and
even worse strapped down in isolation?  After many
hours I came to the conclusion that, no, it was not "who
I am".  Far from being the end of the issue, I was then
left seeking an answer to a new question, for if that
was not me laying there in shackles, then who was I?

Still very young in my Christianity, and lacking any of
the refinement that comes with living a Christian
lifestyle, I still knew very little about God, and therefore 
hadn't a clue who I was either.  I decided to make
a mental list: II  AAMM............aa  mmaann,,  aa  ffaatthheerr,,  aa  ssoonn,,  aa  bbrrootthheerr,,
aa  hhaarrdd  wwoorrkkeerr,,  eettcc......    The list became quite extensive.

I was as alone in my cell as a person can possibly get.  

Fortunately for me I had recently invited The Lord into
my life, and He had accepted that invitation.  He never
fails to answer when called, and He never walks away
when the going gets tough.  I cried out in my despera-
tion, "Lord, please help me to see the answer!" In
classic Christ style, He provided me with an answer,
but by no means did He do all the work for me.  I began
to feel as if the Holy Spirit were there in the cell with
me, and I felt very strongly that He was prompting me

to "Go deeper!!".  So, I began a new
mental list.

Taking my lead from the Holy Spirit, and
trying to be honest with myself about
where my addiction had led me and
why, I began the new and more honest
list.  II  AAMM................................aa  ddrruugg  aaddddiicctt,,  aa  lliiaarr,,
aa  mmaann  wwhhoo  ccaann  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  bbee  ttrruusstteedd,,  aa
mmaann  wwhhoo  iiss  nneevveerr  hhoommee,,  eettcc......    I was
sickened!!!  I contemplated the
contents of this new list.  There was no
question that here was a very large part
of what had landed me in prison.  Any
logical person would know that there
was no other way for it to end, it was
either prison, or death, but I still felt

that I hadn't identified the true cause of what led me
to engage in those behaviors in the first place.  The
Great Councilor continued with His prompting, and I
could still sense the need to ...."Go Deeper".  The next
list got even uglier, and the next list even worse than

that one.  I was becoming quite depressed
and upset with the muck as I dug deeper
and deeper into the ugliness that had
become me, but right at the point where I
was so disgusted with myself that I was
about to give up it dawned on me that I had
begun listing adopted character traits and

behaviors, and not necessarily who I truly am as a
human being.  I needed another new list.

This final list was to be different than any before, for
this final list had only one entry, and it wasn't
something I had done wrong, or something I was
ashamed of.  All of the things I had learned from the
Chaplains, volunteer Bible teachers, and Bible corre-
spondence lesson graders began to swirl around in my
mind and to mesh with all of the ugliness of the
moment.  Suddenly I began to calm down for the first
time since being tied down to that cold concrete slab,
and the anxiety began to fade away.  The new list read
quite simply: II  AAMM......................aa  cchhiilldd  ooff  GGoodd..

I AM...........

a child of God.

MATTHEW’S STORY


